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Feb. 16: According to military sources, guerrillas intensified operations in Cauca department,
following a confrontation with soldiers on the previous day. The clash reportedly took place in a
rural area, located in eastern Cauca. Feb. 21: In the Pinalito region of Meta department (central
eastern Colombia), 10 peasant farmers were killed by unknown assailants wearing hoods over
their faces. Witnesses said some 25 men armed with automatic rifles threatened about 60 persons
observing a cock fight, and then proceeded to shoot the 10 victims one by one. The victims' names
were reportedly transcribed on a list carried by the assailants. Police sources confirmed the murder
of journalist Belisario Zambrano, a reporter for the radical newspaper chain RCN. Zambrano and
a journalist companion were returning to the city of Cali from the Rodanillo area on a motorcycle,
when hit by machine gun fire. Feb. 22: In the Caldas region, two unknown assailants killed Indian
leader Gildardo Motato. He was a candidate for mayor of Riosuco municipality. Rafael Ballesteros,
member of the Chigorodo municipal council, was shot down on the street by unknown gunmen. The
municipality is located in the Uraba banana plantation region, Antioquia department. At least 20
persons were murdered in the city of Medellin, capital of Antioquia department. [In 1987, a total of
at least 1,500 homicides were reported in Medellin.] March 6: In an interview with daily newspaper
El Tiempo (Bogota), Colombian Defense Minister Rafael Samudio Molina said 81 soldiers had been
killed thus far in 1988 in clashes with guerrillas in several regions of the country. The minister and
armed forces commander-in-chief Gen. Manuel Guerrero Paz stated that 90 clashes between army
and police and guerrillas had been reported since Jan. 1. Samudio complained that it is apparent
civilians feel no "solidarity" with the armed forces: "How else can one explain the fact that when
80 guerrillas enter a town and nobody warns the Army? [Later] everybody sends wreaths and
condolence messages." March 7: Military spokespersons reported that a soldier and a policeman
were killed, and two policemen wounded, in a shootout on the San Roque military reserversation
in the northern department of Del Cesar. It was unclear whether the attack was provoked by
guerrillas. The military sources also reported the death of a policeman and one wounded when
an urban commando attacked a police station south of Bogota on March 6. They said fighting with
guerrillas had been reported in Cauca and Risaralda departments, located south and west of Bogota,
respectively. There were no reports of troop casualties. (Basic data from several reports by Prensa
Latina)
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